
 
 
 
          November 20, 2009 
 

 
7571 Morrow Road, Agassiz, B.C.  V0M 1A2 
Phone (604) 796-9310 / Fax (604) 796-9519 

 
From the principal’s desk…        
 
November 9, a Pro D Day, was an opportunity for teachers to visit various schools in the 
Fraser Valley, either for specific reasons, or for inspiration. 
 
I made the trip to an inner-city public school in Vancouver.  They asked me to withhold 
the name because they don’t want media attention.  They are simply doing their best to serve the 
children in their area. 
 
This school was unique in many ways: 

·  One of 3 most needy schools in Canada 
·  Located in a community with a high amount of social housing 
·  They provide programs from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm (to keep children off the street) 
·  38 of the 172  K-7 students are special education students 

 
The intentional programs, caring culture and innovative thinking were admirable.  A youth care worker 
shared the metaphor of this school having a skipper and crew with each student needing to contribute 
to the journey.  Staff give 150% to a school they really care about.  Programs include: 

·  A focus on strengths, not deficiencies 
·  Partnering with private organizations to fund extra programs 
·  After school care for over 50 grade 4-7 children provided by employees and volunteers who 

teach specific life skills. 
·  Children care for a school garden; people in the neighborhood care for a community garden on 

the school property. 
·  The school encourages numerous community activities in and around the school to increase 

community pride in the school and to increase the number of “watching eyes” to keep it more 
safe and secure. 

·  A monthly potluck that attracts about 25 families who either have to contribute food or a skill, 
eg. cooking, cleaning up, etc. 

 
It’s good to experience “out-of-the-box” type of thinking.  People at this inner-city school are 
determined and innovative in meeting the needs of their children.  Let’s both celebrate those gifts at 
ACS and continue to challenge one another to serve our children well, both at home and at school.  
May God bless our journey! 
 
John Zuidhof 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
First of all, a big Thank you to all who helped to make our Third Annual Dinner and Drive a success.  
We couldn’t have done it with out all of you, whether it was organizing the night, helping with the 
food, providing a dessert, washing dishes, or cleaning up.  We are so thankful for everyone’s hard 
work.  We are also very grateful for all the donations made to the school.  We appreciate everyone’s 
willingness to continue to support ACS with these annual drives. 
 
At our last Board meeting, we met with the PR committee and the Development Committee to discuss 
the Success of the Dinner and Drive and any suggestions they may have for next year.    We then 
reviewed these two committees’ mandates and are updating them to better suit the needs of ACS.   
 
A few other item s discussed were the grade 5,6,7 class attending an Olympic Event.  This would be 
such a great opportunity for these students and we hope that this is something that they will be able to 
do in February.    We are also in the process of finding a new bus driver, if anyone is interested please 
contact Mike Dieleman at 604-796-3473 or the School Office at 604-796-9310. In the meantime Thank 
you to Sophia Feenstra for filling in while we are looking. 
 
We also want to Welcome Jason Frayn as our new Board Member.  He was voted in at the last Semi-
Annual Meeting and we look forward to working with him over the next few years.   
 
Carla Collie,  Vicar 
 
   
 

 
 
Life is full of surprises!  Some are joyful, some sad, some scary, and some are challenging.  Last 
night’s surprise, was scary and challenging as our first snowfall made its debut in Agassiz.  
Floundering my way along the winding country road while the dizzying snowflakes made navigation 
by car laborious, I was reminded that we are not in charge here on earth. 
 
Yesterday, another surprise presented itself, this time to ACS.  Because the power went out at Unity 
Middle/High School across the river, bestowing a dilemma to the six volleyball teams gathered there 
for a tournament, we at ACS were given the opportunity, at the last minute, to host this event in our 
gym.  What a great chance to share with all these Grade 6/7 girls, their coaches and parents, all that our 
school has to offer!  Not only did our guests have a taste of ACS hospitality, but perhaps for some, it 
was their first time visiting our beautiful corner of the world.  Our Grades 5/6/7 girls’ volley ball team 
came in second and a good time was had by all.  Congratulations, girls! 
 
Please keep in mind, Parent-teacher Conferences next week on Thursday afternoon/evening and Friday 
morning and please remember to continue to pray for God’s continued blessing on our precious 
children. 
 
Anna Gouwenberg, Chair 
 



 
 
 

 
 
$33,970.00! – What a wonderful response to our third fundraising dinner!  
 
The Development Committee is extremely pleased with the results and wishes to thank every one who gave so 
generously to our school this year!    We are looking forward to seeing the changes and understand, that the 
Board, after much research, is ready to quickly move forward to implement the new computer infrastructure.  
The students and teachers are excited and looking forward to the changes! 
 
There are so many volunteers that make the fundraiser a success and the Development Committee wishes to 
thank the following people: 
 

·  School Board  for your dedication to ACS and the direction you give 
·  The PR Committee for organizing and preparing the meal and decorating/preparing the gym 
·  The Lydia Club for supplying all the dinnerware and pots and pans. 
·  Qualitree Propagators Inc. for supplying the cedar trees that were spaced around the gym. 
·  Sally Schooten’s class, Grade 1 & 2 for making the programs 
·  Mrs. VanderVeen and the Grades 5,6,7 for a wonderful skit 
·  ACS Band and Choir for their performances 
·  Mr. Zuidhof and the Grade 7 Exploratories for helping with the mail out (label, stuff, lick, stick, 

stamp, sort! �  ), setting up the tables and chairs, helping PR committee set the tables.  You were 
busy!   

·  Shutterbugs Jason and Tammy Frayn for wonderful photos of the students 
·  Joy Johnston for a fantastic job on the powerpoint presentation and for manning the computer during 

the dinner 
·  Stephen Kingma for MC duties for the evening. 
·  Luke Pranger for explaining the computer details 
·  To those who donated door prizes – Canadian Hazelnuts, Harrison Hot Springs Copper Room, Lordco 
·  All those who washed dishes after dinner – Andrea Flukiger, Martina Spaeti, Linda Thompson, Dirka 

Craig, Cathy Fortin, Jonas & Marlis Cujean and students Kord Wedler, Tony Flukiger, Skylar Hood 
·  The babysitters – Alysa Vander Hoek, Brooke Vander Hoek, Kelsey Collie, Gabrielle Wedler, Lucy 

Gouwenberg, Cassie James, Rachel Dieleman, Laura Post, Mrs. Ena Lanting 
 
 
We also want to acknowledge the businesses in Agassiz and Chilliwack, who supported the fundraiser: 

- Hub International Barton Insurance - Classic Gas Contractors Ltd. 
- Daryl & Ann Wallis - Vandale & Sons Contractings   
- Blacksea Organics - Finback Custom Woodworks 
- Western Form Rentals - Fraser Valley Roofing Ltd. 
- Fraser River Lodge - Vedder Contracting 
- Rainbow Country Electric - ASMAP Holdings Ltd. 
- Petro’s Pizza Plus - Agassiz Pharmasave 
- Horn of Plenty Café  
- Driscoll Heating & Gas 

 
Thanks again to every one who participated. The “good problem” with having so many wonderful volunteers is 
the chance we might miss acknowledging every one.  If we have missed any one we sincerely apologize. 
 
 Most of all, we offer thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for blessing this community with prosperity and the 
willingness to share of that prosperity.   
 



 
    

 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who either helped out with the dishes after the Annual Dinner & Drive 
or brought dessert!  Without the volunteers, our events wouldn’t be possible! 
 
We are looking for 4x6 photos to update the photo boards located in the hallway at the front entrance 
of the school.  You can drop them off at the office or email them to the school.  We would love to have 
pictures from field trips, sporting events, etc. 
 
Allison Vander Hoek,  Chair 
 
  

 
Did You Know… 

o Garrot Schooten, a 4th year chemistry student at TWU and brother to Sally Schooten, wowed 
the 5,6,7 students with some chemical reactions on Oct. 15 

o Grade 3,4 won 2 games & lost 2 games at the Chehalis soccer tournament. 
o Grade 5,6,7 won 2 games, tied 1 and lost 1 at the Chehalis soccer tournament. 
o ACS staff were treated to a tremendous Language Arts workshop on Nov. 10, led by Cindy 

Vellekoop, a teacher from Maple Ridge Christian School. 
o 46 of 62 ACS children participated in the Remembrance Day service.  Parents, thank you for 

your support.  Next year we’ll try to coordinate starting times! 
o 5,6,7 won all their volleyball games with Chehalis on Nov. 13 
o Coral Gouwenberg is coaching the 5,6,7 students in basketball on Thursdays, 2:45-4:00.  

Thanks, Coral! 
o Vancouver Opera came on November 16 and presented “Jack Pine”.  What a wonderful, 

professional performance they gave! 
o 5,6,7 Girls placed second, out of six teams, in the Volleyball tournament held at ACS on 

November 17  
o We met “Sonsie”, a tamed eagle, during a K-7 field trip to the Sandpiper Golf Course. 
o The school community put together RECORD-BREAKING 63 shoeboxes for Operation 

Christmas Child! (Our total for last year was 61 shoeboxes.) 
o Dirka Craig purchased a whole year’s coffee supply for the staff room?  Thanks Dirka! 

 

 
 

1. Person to update photos on our website a minimum of once every 2 months. 
2. Person to make a wooden ball box on wheels for the PE storage room, similar to what we 

already have.  ACS will pay for supplies. 
3. Person(s) to assist in Preschool on either (or both) Monday 9:30-11:30. 
4. 2-3 parents of grade 5,6,7 children to take care of kitchen (hot dogs, donuts, juice boxes) during 

the volleyball tournament at ACS on Friday, Dec. 11, 10:00-2:00. 
5. Some older trees will soon be taken down on the playground for safety reasons.  We welcome 

suggestions for the shade trees that could replace them. 



 
 
 
 

   
 
Please check out the new ACS website, www.agassizchristianschool.com .  Thank you to Andrew 
Victor for all his work to get this accomplished!  Please note that we have decided to make the new 
website more of a promotion tool of the school and less of a school photo album for our present 
families. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Are you a pie lover? Are you busy?  Do you deserve a break today? 

Give yourself a yummy treat by ordering a pie: apple, bumbleberry, lemon, 
pumpkin, or rhubard.  

9”   pies are $7.00 
10” pies are $8.00 

 

Call Mrs. Brink at 604-796-2966 to have your favourite dessert for the 
weekend.  (Allow 24 hours.  Other flavours are available – please allow 
more time for special requests)  Pie money is donated to ACS. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
Kid’s clothing, women’s blouses, aprons, home décor.  One beautiful infant 
baptism gown available.  Will do some sewing to suit buyer, as well a light 
alterations (e.g. hems).  Call 796-9143 for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

       
 
 

                         
 
 

Sun���� Mon���� Tue���� Wed���� Thu���� Fri ���� Sat����

22�
�

23 
 

7:00 – Development 
Committee meeting 
�

24 
 

12:10 – 1:00 – 
Volleyball 
Seabird @ ACS 

 

25 
 

Report Card #1 
Distributed 

26 
 
3:00 – 5:00 & 6:00 – 
8:00 - Parent-
Teacher Conferences  

27 
 

9:00 – 12:00 – Parent 
Teacher Conferences 
 
No school 
 
Preschool still in 
session 

28�
�

29 30 
6:45 – Education 
Committee meeting 

 

Dec 1 
12:10 – 1:00 – 
Volleyball 
Seabird @ ACS 

 

2 
Chapel led by 
ACS Student 
Chapel Club 

3 4 5 
 

6 7 
 

8 
 
7:00 – School Board 
meeting 

9 10 
 
 
 
 

7:00 – Community 
Christmas Program@ 
Ag Hall.  K-& Choir 
performing 

11 
 

10:30 – 2:00 
Volleyball 
tournament @ ACS 
with local schools 

12 

13 14 15 16 
11:00 & 7:00 – 
ACS Christmas 
Program 

 

17 18 
 

Last day of school 
before holidays 

 

19 



 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

Where Poppies Blow 
 

I can hear gunshots, 
I can see fire from bombs blowing up, 

The dust is like mist billowing up in the sky, 
My finger on the trigger , 

I pull my hand back. 
A piercing sound rings 

through my ears. 
I feel by my heart to make sure it’s still there. 

My Bible full of wisdom, 
A sword of the gospel,  

It helps me to get through  
Many times of trouble. 

 
I stand at the entrance, 

To Flander’s Field, 
Where many brave soldiers have died. 

My heart fills with sorrow  
As I back through the entrance, 

To Flander’s Fields.  
To go back home to where  

I belong where I want to be. 
Alyssa 

 
 
 

A Day to Remember 
 

Remembrance day is 
A poppy on your jacket. 

It is a time when you remember the people 
That fought for peace. 

Remembrance day is a time when you thank 
The soldiers that fought. 

A time to give thanks for peace. 
It is a time to be thankful. 

Remembrance day is 
A day to remember 

Kirsten 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LOST 
 

I wake up 
I see my partner dead. 

I look at where my left hand used to be. 
The battle field smells like blood and death. 

Millions of lives lost 
I close my eyes. 

I realize I am one of them. 
Martina 

 

My Bible Over My Heart  

I hear the cannons and guns that shoot, 
My friend got shot in a parachute. 

 
What can I do? I am so scared, 

My friend and I - so much we shared. 
 

Can we find in this world some peace? 
Can war and hate ever cease? 

 
I meet up with another buddy, 

Whose arm is shot, it’s red and bloody. 
 

I dragged him out to a medical center, 
Open the door and in we enter. 

 
My Bible protected a shot over my heart, 

God’s Holy Word has done its part. 
 

Walking around the killing field, 
My sergeant dead, his fate is sealed. 

 
On Remembrance Day we know we’re free, 
It’s cause of guys like my friends and me. 

 
And thank you to God for his protective love, 

His Holy Word from above.  
Hannah 



�
�

   

 
 
Have you ever wondered 

 
Have you ever wondered what the soldiers might have felt like when they left their boats for the first 
time and went onto enemy land? What they might have felt like when their best friend got shot down or 
their camps got blown apart? Have you ever wondered, what they might have felt? 
 
The next time you go outside breathe in the fresh air and wonder if those brave men and women did not 
go and fight, would this be a different world. Thankfully this did not happen; instead the brave people 
risked their lives to bring us freedom. Many people who went oversees were never to return home. This 
Remembrance Day we should give our gratitude to those people. 
 
I once had a teacher whose Grandpa was in the war. He told us that it was horrifying to see row by row 
of soldiers getting shot down right before his eyes. Those soldiers who went to the war were willing to 
give up their lives and to make great sacrifices to give us freedom. 
 
This Remembrance Day let us give a moment of silence to those soldiers who made our world as we 
know it a better place.  
 
Noah 
 

 
 
A Day To Remember 
 
On Remembrance Day I remember the brave men and women who put their life on the line so that we 
could have a better future. I remember that I owe my freedom to them. I remember that they fought and 
died so that I could have the right to run around free as a bird.  
 
The Lord God really blessed this nation with lots of smart and  brave people that would give their lives 
for the world. I was fortunate enough that none of my relatives had to fight in the war, but I really feel 
for those who lost loved ones in the war. I also think that they should be proud that their relative was 
brave enough to fight and die for freedom. 
 
I think that kids today don’t get that it takes a lot to stand up to the enemy for what you think is right.  
On Remembrance Day I remember that war is no game and that real people were killed, real brave 
people. 
 
Kord 
   



 
 

 
 
This month, preschoolers have been learning about Emergency workers in our community and how we 
can stay safe in an emergency.  We learned 
what to call – “9-1-1” or “Mom” – depending 
on the situation� .  We practiced our fire drill 
and acted out ‘Stop-Drop-Roll’ when pretend 
fire was on our clothes.  The children were 
very good at this!   
 
The fieldtrip to the Agassiz Fire Department 
was a highlight for all.  A couple brave ones 
tried on the fire fighter’s gear.  We saw many 
things but getting to sit in the fire trucks was 
the best.   
 
This morning we are eagerly awaiting 
Constable Starr’s visit to the preschool… 
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