
 
 
 
          February 12, 2010 
 

 
������������	�
���
�
�����������������
��
������������� �! "���#�$
%�������� �! �� � ���

 
      
 
From the principal’s desk… 
 
Science Fair, Friendship Teas, Curling, FSA, Ready Set Learn… 
 
Children have been busy around ACS in February with great opportunities for growth.  However, the 
most important of all the activities children were involved in weren’t named in the above list—Family 
Life:  

·  Waking up to words of love and encouragement. 
·  Partaking in a wholesome breakfast and morning devotions. 
·  Ensuring backpacks are ready. 
·  Free time after school for play with siblings or friends, or even alone. 
·  “Boring” time to keep the imaginations alive. 
·  Dinner with family around a table, sharing the day’s events and feelings. 
·  Setting boundaries on time spent on TV, computer, and electronic games. 
·  Reading, talking, listening, playing games, engaging in hobbies. 
·  Cultivating a relationship with Jesus Christ through Bible readings, songs, prayers, and church 

activities. 
·  Teaching responsibility as children participate in family chores. 
·  Modeling an awareness of God throughout the day. 

 
The list is not exhaustive and work schedules may limit the involvement of some parents, however, 
make up the difference when you have time off. 
 
At ACS we partner with you to enhance the growth of your children.  Your investment of time and 
energy and intentionality and prayer is irreplaceable and allows ACS to build on a great foundation. 
 
 Love the LORD your God with all… 
 These commandments… are to be upon your hearts. 
 Impress them on your children. 
 Talk about them… 
 Tie them… 
 Write them…  (Deuteronomy 6:5-9) 

John Zuidhof 
 
P.S.  My sincere thanks for the confidence and honour you bestowed on me with the recent 
 nomination of “Employee of the Year”.   
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
The board met on Monday night to discuss various issues in the school.  Some highlights were: 
 

·  Discussion of article, “21st Century School Boards” 
·  Computer infrastructure is nearly done – possibly end of this week.  Thank you to Heine 

Vanderveen who constructed new computer room and Mike Dieleman for electrical work. 
·  Continued discussion of promotion and future development of ACS. 
·  Thank you to Don Szigety for his help with trees on school grounds.  Discussion of adding 

some new trees. 
·  Continued mandate redefinement of Hostess and Development/PR Committee roles. 
·  Draft a calendar for all committees’ tasks and events. 
·  Discussion of tuition related issues. 
·  Process of getting new microphone system is underway 
·  Anticipation of attending Olympic Event – trip planning/departure time 
·  Minor changes to teacher retirement plan 

 
The board wishes to thank all who continually give of their time, efforts and monies to ACS.  Without 
everyone’s support the school could not continue as it does currently.  We pray God will continue to 
bless our school and school community as we continually seek His vision for the future. 
 
Thank you and God Bless, 
Luke Pranger, Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
The Olympics are almost here!  It was great to witness the torch passing through Agassiz on Sunday.  
The experience ranged from a feeling of Canadian pride among the bystanders to elation as the torch 
bearer and surrounding entourage parted the crowd. 
 
Whatever our take may be on the Olympics, it is a time to celebrate the skills of our Canadian athletes, 
and the talents of the visiting athletes from around the world.  It is an opportunity to widen our 
horizons as we now live in a global village. 
 
On a smaller note, our grade 4 through grade 7 students have the rare (perhaps once in a lifetime) 
chance to see an Olympic event firsthand.  They will head to Vancouver on February 17 to see 
Women’s curling.  By the time you read the Infostation, the students will have practiced at the curling 
rink in Chilliwack, finding out what curling is all about. 
 
It is exciting to witness in person, and yes, also on TV, the diversity of people around the world, and it 
is wonderful to celebrate the gifts that God has given to each one of us.  We all have our gifts!!  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Our children are developing theirs at the prime time in their lives.  Maybe some day, they will be 
Olympic athletes! 
 
At ACS, we strive very hard to help our children to discover the talents that they are born with and to 
give them opportunities to try many things.  We understand that we are ALL called to serve God by 
using our skills and talents. 
 

     Go, Canada Go! 
Anna Gouwenberg, Chair       
 
 
 

 
 
The Development Committee would like to invite all those ages 50 – 90+ to an informal afternoon tea 
on Thursday, March 4 from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm. at Agassiz Christian School. 
 
Henry Eygenram, the executive director of Christian Stewardship Services will be here to explain how 
to increase your income, save tax dollars, and make a charitable gift.  It may sound too good to be true 
but all three can be accomplished! 
 
Henry will also be explaining estate planning, planned giving, endowment funds, gift annuities, and 
other items. 
 
Did you know Agassiz Christian School recently set up an endowment fund?  The purpose of this fund 
is for a revenue stream to offset the cost of Christian education for ACS.  The endowment fund is part 
of our long term goal of fundraising for ACS.  Come to learn more about how you can support this 
fund. 
 
Please RSVP to the school office by Monday, March 1.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Lydia Club has been asked to cater two small functions on Thursday, March 4, 2010.  We may be 
asking some parents to do a little baking for these functions.  Please consider supporting us in this way. 
 
Thanks!       
 
Linda Thompson 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Our daughter Jasmine attended ACS and continued high school studies in Unity C.S. graduating last 
June. She is now studying Public Relations at Kwantlen College in Richmond. The Christian values 
she acquired from her education and at home have allowed her to have a close relation with God. She 
very much loved her time at ACS.  

 
Our daughter Heidi is presently attending kindergarten and looks forward to going to school, in fact she 
LOVES it. ACS is helping her to grow mentally, spiritually and emotionally.  The staff at ACS is 
awesome; each one cares for each and every student and brings their own spiritual gifts to make this 
school a very inviting place.  
 
It is so nice to see that the Bible is not just taught as a subject but is part of every aspect and activity of 
the school day.   

 
We would like everyone to know how happy we are with being a part of Agassiz Christian School.  
There is a true sense of community that is very warming and wonderful.  
  
Mike and Willie Nelson  
 
 

 
 
Did You Know… 
 

o Congratulations to Remembrance Day contest zone winners:  Miranda Schep, Verity Johnston, 
and Hannah Thompson.  Their work is now submitted to a provincial competition. 

o Congratulations to Kennedy Dieleman.  Her art work submitted for a Canada Day competition 
last July was chosen to be placed on an Olympic Torch Badge worn by students in this district. 

o Ms. Sally Schooten wrote and Gareth Johnston illustrated and published a book called “Rabbit 
and Beaver Explore Patterns”.  Sally used this book to fulfill one of her course assignments. 

o 8 students were awarded the privilege of representing ACS at the FV Regional Science Fair in 
Abbotsford on March 23-26: 

o Devin Frayn—Blue & red light 
o Miranda Schep—Quicksand 
o Alyssa Timmers—Crystallization   
o Brayden Collie—Electro-magnetism 
o Samantha James—Calcium 
o Hannah Gouwenberg—Plant food 
o Kord Wedler—Gunpowder 
o Noah Yao—Transmitting electricity through water 

o Grades 3 & 4 raised over $300 for Project Love.  The students will be putting school supply 
packages together to send to children in Malawi, Africa.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

     
 

·  Judges at our Science Fair, helping to make it successful! 
 Heather Bleakney    Karen Bruneski 
 David Ehret     Grietje Feenstra 
 Anna Gouwenberg    Willena Groenenboom 
 Joy Johnston     Ena Lanting 
 Mike Nelson     Hayley Oldham 
 Rebecca Shulba    Kathy Tolmie 
 Patti Victor     Derek Wheeler 
 Kate Wouda     Jacquie Zuidhof 

·  Don Szigety, the Tree Man, Cameron Collie and Paul Tebrinke for the removal of some dying 
and dangerous trees and limbs off the school grounds. 

·  The many children at ACS who loaded a trailer with branches for a few days. 
 
 

   
 
Did you know that children begin to form pencil grip by the age of two?  A survey of preschool & 
primary class instruction revealed a number of intentional strategies to teach proper pencil grip such as: 

o the “alligator grip”,  
o triangular pencil grips 
o holding utensils with three fingers similar to a pencil 
o use a short pencil 
o chalk on a chalkboard 

 
It is important to teach children to capitalize the first letter and use lowercase for the other letters when 
printing their name.  Bad habits are hard to break, so please encourage your young child to use these 
strategies.   
 

 
 
Grade 7 students, under the supervision of Mrs. Sanchez and Mrs. Atkinson, prepared enchiladas for 
the school!  Thank you, Mrs. Sanchez and Mrs. Atkinson, for your help! 
 

                           



 
 
 

 
 
ACS uses All The Right Type computer program to teach grades 3 – 7 keyboarding.  Parents, you may 
want to take advantage of this offer to provide extra practice at home. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Are you a pie lover? Are you busy?  Do you deserve a break today? 

Give yourself a yummy treat by ordering a pie: apple, bumbleberry, lemon, 
pumpkin, or rhubard.  

9”   pies are $7.00 
10” pies are $8.00 

Call Mrs. Brink at 604-796-2966 to have your favourite dessert for the 
weekend.  (Allow 24 hours.  Other flavours are available – please allow 
more time for special requests)  Pie money is donated to ACS. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Kid’s clothing, women’s blouses, aprons, home décor.  One beautiful infant 
baptism gown available.  Will do some sewing to suit buyer, as well a light 
alterations (e.g. hems).  Call 796-9143 for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

  
·  Robert Goddard launched the first rocket in world history. Tim  
·  In the Bible, salt represented many symbols, like peace, value, and friendship. Claudia  
·  George Washington had a set of false teeth made out hippopotamus’ ivory teeth. Braeden  
·  It takes 7 minutes for sunlight to get to earth, but 4 years for sunlight to get to the nearest star. 

Kennedy  
·  Carbon dioxide builds up pressure and can explode. Martina  
·  If nothing decomposed on this earth, the earth would look like the moon. Kevin  
·  Neurons have no electric charge in them. Taylor  
·  Wind blows because hot air rises and cold air pushes it away, causing air movement. Ryan  
·  There are 100,000,000,000,000,000 electrons in a single copper penny. Tony  
·  When you add salt to water, it becomes and the egg will float. Kirsten  
·  The biggest electro magnet is the walker man magnet. It weighs 80 ton and can pick up 270 

tons. That’s about 170 Windstar minivans. Brayden  
·  Roses can’t be out of water for more than an hour before they die. Hannah  
·  Rhubarb has more calcium than milk. Sam  
·  Quicksand has no suction power.  Miranda 
·  Coral flowers were made by coal mining families in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s as 

decorations because they look like snowflakes.  Alyssa.  
·  Gunpowder was invented when a Chinese man was trying to make a potion for immortality. 

Kord  
·  Pure water can’t conduct electricity but dirty water can. Noah 
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Sun���� Mon���� Tue���� Wed���� Thu���� Fri ���� Sat����

�� � 15 16 
 

12:10 – Grades 5,6,7  
Basketball @ Seabird 

17 
 

9:00 – 12:00  
Grades 4–7 attend  
Women’s Olympic 
Curling 

18 
 

2:00 – Grade 5,6 
DARE graduation 

19 
 

12:00 – Grades 
5,6,7 Basketball @ 
Chehalis 

�� �

21 22 23 
 

Grades 5,6,7 boys 
attend CESS Basket-
ball tournament in 
White Rock 

24 25 26 
 

12:30 – 2:00 – K-7 
Ice Skating 

27 

28 Mar 1 
 
7:00 – Board 
meeting 

2 3 4 
1:00 – 3:00 – Estate 
Planning.  See 
previous page.   
RSVP by Mar 1  

5 
 

Report Card #2 
distributed 

 

6 
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